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Title 

Story Name 

Time 

1 week per 

story.  

4 per lit set 

Performance 

Task 

*Throughout 

the school 

year 

Big Ideas 

*Throughout the 

school year 

Essential 

Questions 

Resources / Materials 

Week 1. The 

Hot Cold 

Summer 

September Modeling of 

skills and 

strategies 

Read 

Aloud/Think 

Aloud 

Conferencing 

Buddy 

Reading 

Whole Class 

Shared 

Reading, 

Centers 

Guided 

Reading 

Graphic 

Organizers 

such as KWL 

Chart 

Concept 

Map, 

Sequencing 

of  Problem 

/Solution etc. 

Cooperative 

Learning  

Chunking of 

Text  

Journal Writing 

Exit slips, 

Comprehensio

Effective 

communicators 

understand the 

functions of 

language in 

different 

contexts, use it 

to fully 

comprehend 

when reading or 

listening, and 

clearly address 

ideas when 

speaking or 

writing. 

What are different 

ways to construct 

a sentence?  

How does 

sentence 

structure impact 

the message and 

the audience? 

 

 

HARCOURT  

Trophies  

Harcourt Trophies 

Big Books 

Graphic Organizers 

Writing Rubric 

Annotated Book List 

Books from a variety of 

genres available 

through: Leveled 

books, Classroom 

library, School library.   

Hatchet and Stout 

Hearted Seven 

literature sets to be 

read in class. 

Week 2.  Sees 

Behind 

Trees: 

 

September Authors create 

relationships 

between 

characters, 

settings, and 

events by 

developing the 

interactions 

among the story 

elements.  Goo

d readers can 

identify the 

relationships 

between story 

elements by 

comparing and 

contrasting 

them. 

How do authors 

develop 

characters, 

settings, and 

events in a 

story?  How can 

comparing and 

contrasting story 

elements 

enhance a 

reader's 

understanding of 

a story? 

3. Yang The 

Third: 

October Proficient readers 

apply multiple 

strategies to 

decode 

multisyllabic 

How does 

knowledge of 

phonics and word 

structure help 

students develop 



n Monitoring 

Peer Tutoring, 

Summarizing 

Questioning 

Scaffolding 

Learning 

Centers, 

Anecdotal 

notes, 

Assessments 

Use of 

technology 

 Open–ended 

response 

words. strategies for 

reading 

multisyllabic 

words? 

4. Dear Mrs. 

Parks 

 

October Authors create 

relationships 

between 

characters, 

settings, and 

events by 

developing the 

interactions 

among the story 

elements.  Goo

d readers can 

identify the 

relationships 

between story 

elements by 

comparing and 

contrasting 

them 

How do authors 

develop 

characters, 

settings, and 

events in a 

story?  How can 

comparing and 

contrasting story 

elements 

enhance a 

reader's 

understanding of 

a story? 

5.  Elena 

 

October  Stories can share 

the same theme 

or topic even 

though the story 

elements differ. 

Since theme and 

topics can be the 

same within a 

genre, why do 

authors vary their 

approach? 

 

6. Hatchet – Lit 

Set 

 

November  Proficient readers 

use structure to 

enhance their 

experience with 

an 

understanding 

of text.  Authors 

use structures 

purposefully to 

create dramatic 

effect. 

How does the 

structure of a text 

impact a reader’s 

experience and 

understanding of 

a text? 

 

 

8.  Hatchet- Lit 

Set 

November  Personal 

perspectives 

shape how 

events are 

perceived and 

described. 

How do different 

points of view 

influence the 

description of 

events? 

 



9.  Hatchet – 

Lit Set 

 

 

November  The ability to 

read on-level 

text is a 

foundational 

step in reading 

increasingly 

complex text. 

How does reading 

on-level text with 

purpose and 

understanding 

support reading 

development? 

 

10. Folktales 

 

November  Readers 

demonstrate 

understanding 

of text by 

supporting 

conclusions 

with textual 

evidence. 

How do readers 

use portions of 

informational text 

as evidence to 

support their 

critical 

understanding of 

the text as a 

whole? How does 

using a relevant 

quote make the 

evidence 

stronger? 

 

11. Seeing 

Earth From 

Space 

 

December  Identifying the 

theme of a 

story, drama, or 

poem helps the 

reader 

understand the 

message the 

author is trying 

to 

communicate.  

Readers 

analyze 

character 

actions and 

how the 

speaker in a 

poem reflects 

upon a topic to 

help determine 

the theme. 

How can a 

character's 

response to 

challenges help 

to determine the 

theme of a 

text?   How does 

the speaker's 

voice help to 

determine theme 

in poetry? 

 

12 Stout 

Hearted 

Seven – Lit. 

Set 

 

December  Analyzing details 

helps the 

reader make 

connections in 

the text that 

allow them to 

determine the 

How does 

identifying details 

help the reader to 

determine the 

main idea or main 

ideas the author 

is trying to 

 



main idea or 

main ideas.  

convey? 

13. Stout 

Hearted 

Seven – Lit. 

Set 

 

 

January  Different points of 

view among 

numerous 

authors can 

result in varied 

accounts of the 

same event or 

topic. 

Why would an 

event or topic be 

described in differ

ent ways by 

different authors? 

 

14. Stout 

Hearted 

Seven – Lit. 

Set 

January  Effective 

communicators 

acquire and use 

a range of 

general 

academic and 

domain-specific 

words and 

phrases by 

independently 

using strategies 

to gain 

vocabulary 

important to 

comprehension 

or expression. 

How does the use 

of words and 

phrases that 

signal logical 

relationships 

clarify 

understanding? H

ow does learning 

new 

vocabulary impac

t comprehension 

or expression 

when reading or 

speaking? 

 

15. Stout 

Hearted 

Seven – Lit. 

Set 

 

 

January  The ability to 

read on-level 

text is a 

foundational 

step in reading 

increasingly 

complex text. 

How does reading 

on-level text with 

purpose and 

understanding 

support reading 

development? 

 

16. The Case 

Of The Flying 

Saucer 

People 

 

January  Different points of 

view among 

numerous 

authors can 

result in varied 

accounts of the 

same event or 

topic. 

Why would an 

event or topic be 

described in differ

ent ways by 

different authors? 

 

17. Hattie’s 

Birthday 

February  The presentation 

of a text (e.g., 

visual or 

How does the 

visual 

presentation of a 

 



 multimedia), 

enhances the 

reader's 

understanding 

of the text. 

text support the 

author's 

message? What 

is the relationship 

between tone and 

beauty of a text 

with the meaning 

of the text? 

18. William 

Shakespeare 

 

February  Readers 

demonstrate 

understanding 

of text by 

supporting 

conclusions 

with textual 

evidence 

How do readers 

use portions of 

the text to 

support their 

critical 

understanding of 

the text as a 

whole? 

 

19. The World 

Of William 

Joyce 

February  When readers 

encounter a 

difficult or 

unfamiliar word 

during reading 

there are 

multiple 

strategies they 

can use to help 

determine its 

meaning.  Usin

g these 

strategies to 

comprehend 

new words will 

aid in 

comprehension 

and vocabulary 

development. 

How does 

understanding 

the structure of 

our language and 

words help us 

increase our 

vocabulary and 

comprehension?  

 

20.Satchmo’s 

Blues 

February  Proficient readers 

apply multiple 

strategies to 

decode 

multisyllabic 

words. 

How does 

knowledge of 

phonics and word 

structure help 

students develop 

strategies for 

reading 

multisyllabic 

words? 

 

21. Evelyn March  The use of 

figurative 

How do authors 

use language to 

 



Cisneros language 

enhances an 

author's ability 

to express 

emotion and 

imagination. 

Readers cannot 

fully experience 

the meaning of 

a text unless 

they are able to 

determine the 

meaning of 

figurative 

language within 

it. 

add nuance to 

text?  Why would 

an author use 

figurative or literal 

language? 

22. Off And 

Running 

March  Readers 

demonstrate 

understanding 

of text by 

supporting 

conclusions 

with textual 

evidence. 

How do readers 

use portions of 

informational text 

as evidence to 

support their 

critical 

understanding of 

the text as a 

whole? How does 

using a relevant 

quote make the 

evidence 

stronger? 

 

23. Little By 

Little 

March  Authors create 

relationships 

between 

characters, 

settings, and 

events by 

developing the 

interactions 

among the story 

elements.  Goo

d readers can 

identify the 

relationships 

between story 

elements by 

comparing and 

contrasting 

them. 

How do authors 

develop 

characters, 

settings, and 

events in a 

story?  How can 

comparing and 

contrasting story 

elements 

enhance a 

reader's 

understanding of 

a story? 

 



24. Dear Mr. 

Henshaw 

March  Readers 

demonstrate 

understanding 

of text by 

supporting 

conclusions 

with textual 

evidence. 

How do readers 

use portions of 

informational text 

as evidence to 

support their 

critical 

understanding of 

the text as a 

whole? How does 

using a relevant 

quote make the 

evidence 

stronger? 

 

25. The Fun 

They Had 

April  Personal 

perspectives 

shape how 

events are 

perceived and 

described. 

How do different 

points of view 

influence the 

description of 

events? 

 

26. Across The 

Wide 

April  Effective readers 

determine the 

meaning of 

unknown words 

by analyzing 

word parts. 

How can 

knowledge of 

Greek and Latin 

affixes and root 

words help 

determine the 

meanings of 

unfamiliar words? 

 

27. What’s The 

Big 

April  Effective readers 

determine the 

meaning of 

unknown words 

by using 

appropriate 

reference 

materials. 

How can reference 

materials help a 

reader determine 

the meaning of 

unknown or 

unfamiliar words 

or phrases? 

 

28. Lewis And 

Clark 

April  To better 

comprehend 

informational 

text, readers 

need to 

understand an 

author's 

organizational 

techniques and 

how they affect 

the overall 

How does an 

author develop 

relationships and 

interactions 

between ideas in 

informational 

text?  How do 

these 

relationships and 

interactions help 

readers better 

 



meaning of the 

text.  

understand the 

text? 

29. Black 

Frontiers 

May  To better 

comprehend 

informational 

text, readers 

need to 

understand an 

author's 

organizational 

techniques and 

how they affect 

the overall 

meaning of the 

text.  

How does an 

author develop 

relationships and 

interactions 

between ideas in 

informational 

text?  How do 

these 

relationships and 

interactions help 

readers better 

understand the 

text? 

 

 May  Effective 

communicators 

understand and 

use figurative 

language, 

nuances in 

word meanings, 

and word 

relationships to 

clarify and 

express 

meaning. 

Why and how are 

similes and 

metaphors 

used?  How does 

the figurative 

language used in 

a piece of 

literature affect 

the purpose, 

voice, and tone of 

the work? 

 

 


